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FOOTHILLS

40 YEARS OF PROTECTING THE
SOUTH’S LAND AND LEGACIES

unique
land
projects

Land protectedin  Tennessee

Counties and = additional states

More than
acres conserved throughout
the Southeast

Assisted in preserving over
acres for
public use projects




Randy Brown
becomes Executive Director.

Our first
conservation easement
is established for Grannybelle Woods
in Blount County, TN.

FLC moves to its permanent
home at the Harris Farm,

a 300+ acre working farm
protected with an FLC
conservation easement in 2009. The
former homestead is now FLC's office
headquarters, transferred by FLC's
founder, Gail Harris.

FLC assists with the
conservation of several
important East Tennessee
public access projects
totaling 8400 acres.

Bill Clabough
becomes FLC's
Executive Director.

It's a record year for conservation

easements — 51 land projects
totaling 18,000 acres in
21 Tennessee counties and
five additional states!
Three of FLC's 2018
land preservation projects are
noted by TDEC's Division of
Archeology to have two Trail of Tears
routes within the property boundaries.

25 25

FLC Properties Foundation
receives its Charter of
Incorporation
and becomes a separate but
supporting organization for FLC.
It accepts gift of land, cash or
other assets that benefit FLC's land
conservation work.

FLC launches and
successfully completes
the “25 in 25" Campaign,
preserving a total of 25,000
acres for the organization’s
25th anniversary in 2010. This
effort engages the community
and builds awareness of our land
conservation mission.

FLC works with a variety of
government entities to
complete public land projects at:
« Jarvis Park in Blount County, TN
Now a public park within the City of Maryville
« Big Lost Creek in Polk County, TN
Now managed by the Tennessee Wildlife
Resources Agency (TWRA)

» Fourman Tract in Roane County, TN
Now part of the Mt. Roosevelt Wildlife
Management Area under TWRA

FLC amicably acquires the
Southeast Regional Land

Conservancy in Asheville, NC.

To date, FLC has assisted in the
preservation of 200,000 acres
preserved and 500+
conservation easement
partnerships.

LAND CONSERVANCY

We are well-poised and ready for
our next 40 years and beyond.



Every piece of land has a story, whether as a working farm, a natural habitat
for native species and wildlife, or a beautiful scenic area with views that
simply can't be experienced anywhere else. These lands weave a tapestry of
topography, of history, and of stories. Since 1985, we've helped individuals
and families realize their dream of protecting their properties, and ensure
their land is safe from development in perpetuity.

Working farms

Farmsteads hearken back to a disappearing way of life and one we're proud to help preserve.
Families who want to pass their farms to the next generation should be able to do so, and
we partner with them to help ease tax burdens and ensure that farming continues forever
on their land.

Wildlife habitats

Wild places are critical to healthy ecosystems. Acreages owned by families often function
as important wildlife refuges and botanical conservatories. We help ensure these remain
undisturbed, and often educate landowners about the species and biomes that will thrive
thanks to their land stewardship.

Public parks and greenspaces

Parks, trails, and open spaces benefit people and our planet. We partner with landowners,
municipalities, and other organizations to play an important role in the process that ensures
special land tracts are protected for everyone’s enjoyment.

Scenic views and landscapes

The woods, rivers, lakes, mountains, and grasslands of the American South are precious
assets that will be lost without a committed effort to protect them. We're honored to take
on that responsibility.

Unique projects

Through hundreds of completed projects, our expert staff has navigated countless legal,
biological, and ecological issues to achieve successful results —and honor the legacies of the
landowners who partner with us. Each property is unique and can't be replicated or replaced,
and so deserves our protection.
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THE HARRIS FARM

Blount County, Tennessee

10 | The Harris Farm




The Harris Farm tells many stories. The
land, purchased by the grandfather of
Gail Harris's late husband Jim, dates back
to the late 1800's. The property contains
a spring fed pond, a cave, a former

dairy farm, and an old tobacco barn. It
also holds another amazing feature —
600-million-year-old rocks dating back
to the Cambrian period. “There’s more to
the land than meets the eye,” Gail notes.

At one time, it totaled 1000 acres and
used to be a dairy. Since 2015, Lynn
Waters has leased the Harris Farm for
production of corn, hay, soybeans and
cattle. 80 acres are in ground crops; 20
acres in hay with 80 acres in pasture
ground. He currently leases acreage
for farming at 6 other Blount County
locations. (Gail has said that Blount
County land makes for good cropland!)

From Gail's perspective, the preservation
of land is like the preservation of
freedom. “Humans are a part of life, and
our lives depend on the land,” she stated.
“When we indiscriminately develop

land, without considering the long-term
consequences, we are robbing from the
future. We jeopardize the future of the
existence of all life on earth.”

At one time,
the farm totaled
_ L. 1000 acres and :
Gail.ahd Jim Harris _ o : i was used as a dairy.

12 | The Harris Farm




Today, the Harris Farm also serves as the home office
for Foothills Land Conservancy. It houses our day-to-
day operations while it also remains a working farm and
is a testament to our mission. We are grateful for Gail's
vision, which protects this land from development

— forever. “Since | inherited the farm from my late
husband and he from his parents, | never did think of
the farm as my property, only that | have been given
stewardship of it. The donation of this land to FLC is
the best way | can think of to honor and continue

that stewardship.”

14 | The Harris Farm
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16 | Jarvis Park



The Jarvis Park project in Maryville,
Tennessee is a source of particular
pride for FLC and an example of deep
partnership between our organization,
a landowner, and a municipality.

In 2018, we partnered with Dr. Craig
Jarvis to place over nine acres of the
park into a conservation easement
and then conveyed the tract to the
City of Maryville the following year.
In 2019, two adjacent tracts totaling
over 37 acres were also placed into
an easement and transferred to the
City. Helping to finalize the project,
FLC transferred a residential tract and
provided a monetary donation for
the purpose of expanding the park’s
acreage (also in 2019).

The City of Maryville then built and

opened Jarvis Park in 2021. The park’s
preserved acreage joins at least 20

Blount

Dr. Jarvis enjoying his
morning coffee on

a bridge spanning a
creek at Jarvis Park.




other conservation easements held by FLC within ten
miles, totaling over 4,000 acres of protected land in the
immediate area.

Dr. Jarvis is a Foothills Land Conservancy Board member.
He's also a visionary landowner who understands that
greenspace available for public use can have an enormous
impact within a community. Instead of being sold into
residential or commercial development, this land is a public

park located less than a mile and a half from downtown
Maryville. It is one of the few remaining intact woodlands
in the area and is bordered by open farm fields, homes and
neighborhoods, and a rock quarry operation.

In addition to being directly connected to Jarvis Park,
Craig also has three other conservation easements with
FLC in Blount and Monroe counties, totaling over 550
acres. FLC is incredibly grateful for his leadership, vision,
and commitment to our mission to protect, preserve, and
enhance the land of the Southern Appalachian region
—and promote it for the benefit of the public.

20 | Collier Preserve
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OAKLEY
PROPERTIES

Cumberland, Scott, Overton
& Putnam Counties, Tennessee

22 | Oakley Properties




The story of Hartsaw Cove, and the
Oakley Family’s gift of their Pioneer
Century Farm to Tennessee Tech
University, is a powerful legacy on
its own. This vision and dedication
for land conservation extends beyond
one farm in one county; in fact,

the late Mr. Millard Oakley partnered
with FLC to permanently protect
over 2600 additional acres

across the Cumberland Plateau.

This is a region that holds deep
importance for a variety of reasons.

It is a place of exceptional biodiversity,
a home to many rare and native animals
and plants, and is one of the world's
largest continuous tracts of hardwood
forest. These lands support vital
ecosystems and create habitats for
black bear, the lampshade spider, the
Cumberland Dusky Salamander, and
other species unique to this region.

Scott

Overton

Cumberland
Putnam

“Mr. Oakley...
wanted to make the
world better for the
people around him.”
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The Plateau is crucial for its geological features and provides a wealth of recreational
opportunities — fishing, canoeing, hiking, caving, camping —
with pristine waterways and stunning vistas and views.

The Oakley legacy properties include:

555 acres in Scott County, protected in 2011

Currently, this property is owned by The Nature Conservancy with plans in the works
to transfer the tract over to the Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area. It is
at the headwaters of North Fork of Honey Creek which flows through the area.

800 acres in Catoosa / Cumberland County, protected in 2011

This land is now owned by the State of Tennessee and managed as part of the
Catoosa Wildlife Management Area by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
(TWRA).

235 acres in Overton County in 2011, protected in 2011

This tract is part of the Tennessee Scenic River Program and includes 13,000 feet of
frontage along Roaring River, in the Cordell Hull Lake Watershed (a U.S. Watershed
Hot Spot in the Rivers of Life).

1068 acres in Putnam/Overton Counties, protected in 2018

Lake View Farms has proximity to multiple recreation locations, and is within The
Nature Conservancy’s Alpine Mountain conservation area. It supports habitat for the
bald eagle.

1502 acres in Overton County, protected in 2014

Hartsaw Cove, the late Millard Oakley’s family farm, is recognized by the Tennessee
Historical Society as a Pioneer Century Farm, which means it's older than the state
itself. It was originally given as a land grant to an ancestor of the Oakley family in 1792
for his service in the Revolutionary War — 4 years before statehood was realized.
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The gift of Hartsaw Cove Farm to Tennessee Tech

In December 2014, three tracts on the farm totaling
1,502 acres, were all placed under one conservation
easement with Foothills Land Conservancy. The land

is in an area rich with nature, history, and recreational
parks, but this property is still maintained as a working
farm, as it has been for over 200 years. The Oakleys
donated it to Tennessee Tech University, where it is
managed today as the Oakley Sustainable Agricultural
Center (OSAC). It is one of the largest laboratories of its
kind for conducting research on livestock, water quality,
soils, and crop production.

The magnitude of this gift to an academic institution
cannot be understated. It reflects the highest
generosity, and embodiment of what it means to
preserve land that will continue to inspire and educate
students across generations and decades.

Millard Oakley's legacy:

Bill Clabough, FLC's Executive Director, reflected on Mr.
Oakley’s legacy as a conservationist and philanthropist.
“He was a faithful public servant during his lifetime,

and cared deeply for this region in so many ways. The
preservation of each property is a gift by itself, but
when you consider the total, it's absolutely remarkable.
He was a true gentleman from humble beginnings, who
really wanted to make the world better for the people
around him.”




THE WORSHAMS’

VISION

Sevier County, Tennessee

30 | The Worshams' Vision




“There is no greater gift we leave than to
help ensure the preservation of nature
and our wildlife for future generations.”
—Earl Worsham

The life of a conservationist can take
many different paths. For some, it's

a life of advocacy and education to
influence the people and laws that shape
environmental policy. It might mean a
deep commitment to the strategies and
projects that address challenges in our
natural world, like protecting endangered
species or managing forest lands. For
other people, it's conducting or funding
research on wildlife and wild ecosystems
to understand what they need for
long-term survival. For Earl Worsham

and his late wife Margit, conservation
encompasses aspects of all these things;
and, more specifically, two wildlife
species in Sevier County, Tennessee.

The Worshams protected 340 acres of
land in Sevier County under two different

“We have a vision
to preserve and
protect our
natural world.”
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conservation easements with Foothills Land Conservancy. The properties are
mature hardwood and pine-hardwood habitats, and open space with forest,
streams, diverse plants and wildlife (including birds of conservation concern).
Both are in close proximity to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GSMNP)
and other protected areas, and their story continues beyond the easements.

Fishing was a passion for the Worshams and the foundation of their relationship
after meeting many years ago fishing a Norwegian salmon river. It is a fitting
tribute that they've received the Tennessee Wildlife Federation’s Conservationist
of the Year award, for their efforts to establish a project that protects the native
Appalachian Brook Trout — the only trout species indigenous to this part of the
world. It is the result of a unique partnership between the Worshams, Tennessee
Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA), and GSMNP. Typically, these agencies do not
get involved in a project on privately owned land, but made an exception since
the easement with FLC protects it in perpetuity from any outside development
or unnatural disturbance. The effort was a huge success, and today the trout
population is thriving.

The Worsham property is also home to another natural wonder — the synchronous
fireflies. For a very small window in the summer, these flying beetles (they aren’t
really flies!) are a different kind of “star” in the Smoky Mountains landscape. While
over 2000 different species of fireflies are documented, only two exhibit the
fantastic behavior of being able to synchronize their light flashes. The opportunity
to experience the fireflies first-hand is both fleeting and rare, at only a handful of
sites in the United States. Thanks to the Worshams, more people can see them
while also benefiting a worthy cause. For several years, they have hosted “Fireflies
at Norton Creek,” a special viewing experience and fundraiser for Discover Life in
America (DLiA), a small non-profit in the Smokies working to discover, understand,
and conserve biological diversity.

The Worshams' vision to preserve and protect our natural world is a rare gift and
legacy, and one that FLC is proud to be a small part of.




KRAMER PROPERTY

Jefferson County, Tennessee

36 | Kramer Property




About 25 years ago, Jack and Beverly
Kramer moved from their native
Pennsylvania to this stunning land
overlooking the Holston River.

In this case, the beauty and stories go
beyond the land itself. Central to the
Kramer's property is the historic Isaac
McBee home that dates to 1858, and
the land around it was occupied during
the Civil War by both the North and
South. Renovations were complete in
2007. During the repairs, the Kramers
incorporated old paving bricks into the
thresholds of one of their fireplaces that
Jack received from his father, who saved
them around 1946 when the City of
Philadelphia was switching its brick city
streets to asphalt. Today, they do a new
job in a historic home in East Tennessee.

Old barns, the landscape, and sweeping
views of the river reflect an era of time
that simply isn’t experienced often

Jefferson

“This land is unique,
and too special not
to protect forever.”




anymore. A short walk along a gravel road leads to a rocky
slope. During the early spring, native wildflowers appear,
signaling that warmer days are on the way. Dutchman’s
breeches, yellow trout lilies, trilliums, wild blue phlox, and
twinleaf are a beautiful treat — and a pocket of biodiversity
this property also boasts.

This historic farm utilizes modern conservation techniques
to ensure good land and water stewardship. Two
underground water gravity systems provide water for the
Kramers herd of Black Angus cattle and other livestock and
supply them with plenty of water to drink. Buffers around

the streams and creeks keep them from getting too close
to the creek.

“| believe that most farmers believe we are here to help
preserve and be caretakers of the land,” Jack explains. “We
only have so much good farmland, and | would rather see it
be used to grow food than grow houses. We also have a lot
of historic buildings on the farm and wanted to make sure
that considerations for their long-term stewardship were

also included in our planning. This is a beautiful place to live.

This land is unique, and too special not to protect forever.”
The conservation easement the Kramers worked with FLC
to place on their property ensures that it will be here for
future generations to farm.

sty
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Bill Clabough
Foothills Land Conservancy
Executive Director, 2006-2025

“Leading Foothills Land Conservancy has been the
honor of my life. When | joined this organization |
knew we had something special, a mission deeply
rooted in community, stewardship, and the love

of the land. Together, we've protected places that
define who we are as Tennesseans and Southerners.”

— Bill Clabough

After nearly two decades of visionary leadership, Executive Director Bill
Clabough announced his retirement from Foothills Land Conservancy,
marking the end of a remarkable tenure. Bill is a Blount County native
and former Tennessee legislator and leaves us an extraordinary legacy of
growth and impact. Under his leadership, FLC expanded its conservation
reach to over 200,000 acres across 52 Tennessee counties and six
additional states, completing more than 500 conservation projects.

During his years at the helm, Bill championed landmark projects such
as the permanent conservation of Camp Montvale, multiple Tennessee
Century Farms and expansions of state wildlife management areas. He
also helped establish the Land Preservation Fund and the FLC Properties
Foundation to ensure the organization’s long-term sustainability. His
contributions were formally recognized earlier this year by the Tennessee
General Assembly, which unanimously passed Senate Joint Resolution
226 in his honor, citing his “outstanding leadership and tireless efforts in
support of the Foothills Land Conservancy.”



CONTACT US.

If you're considering a conservation easement
on your own property or want to learn more,

if you're interested in visiting our office at Harris Farm or getting
involved in conservation activities happening on our property,

if you'd like to make a financial gift or other bequest to our organization,

we invite you to reach out to us.
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FOOTHILLS

Website: www.foothillsland.org
Email: info@foothillsland.org
*  Phone: 865-681-8326



