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TheView
FLC’s 2020 Spring Newsletter & 2019 Annual Report

New Frontiers and Milestone Years!
A letter from FLC’s Departing Board President

Dear Friends of the Foothills,

As all of us move through this very 
challenging time, FLC’s Board and 
staff hope you and your loved ones 
are safe and healthy. Please contact 
our office at 865-681-8326 with any 
questions, requests, or if we can be 
of service. 

It has been my privilege to serve on FLC’s Board of Directors over 
the course of 6 years with 3 of them serving as FLC’s Board 
President. Over the course of my involvement with Foothills I 
have experienced many record conservation years, a relocation of 
our organization’s headquarters to a 300+ acre working farm that 
has been permanently protected with an FLC conservation 
easement, and the addition of 2 more staff biologists to our team. 

In 2019, the Conservancy had another successful year with 24 land 
preservation projects totaling 5,691 acres. These projects were 
spread across 10 counties in Tennessee and the three adjacent states 
of Alabama, Georgia, and North Carolina. You can view highlights of 
these recent partnerships in this newsletter.  

As FLC continues into our 35th year, Board and staff look back at 
how far we have come as an organization and are also taking the 
time to explore potential new projects and areas of focus. We want 
to hear from you as part of this process! Please feel free to take a 
moment and send us any ideas, suggestions or feedback via email at 
info@foothillsland.org.  

We also wanted to take a moment to say how much we have 
appreciated your ongoing support of Foothills and our annual 
fundraiser over the years. We could not have come this far without 
our community of Friends! At this time, we have decided to post-
pone scheduling the date for FLC’s Summer Celebration, which is 
typically held in August. In the coming weeks we will reach back 
out to all of you after a date has been set and will be sure to provide 
event details at that time. 

Thank you for being a valued Friend of the Foothills! 
                     
   - Madge Cleveland, Departing FLC Board President
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Letter from the Director
Hello Friends,

On behalf of FLC’s Board and staff, we are sending our most 
heartfelt thoughts to all of you, our community at large, 
our nation, and the world during this unprecedented time.  
We hope everyone is safe and healthy!

On behalf of FLC’s Board and staff I wanted to give a very 
big thank you to departing FLC Board President, Madge 
Cleveland, who supported FLC through her leadership, 
talents and humor during her six years of service to our 
organization. A very big thank you to departing Board 
Member Jenny Hines, who graciously served as FLC’s Board 
Treasurer.  I also want to extend a big thank you to departing Board Members Billy Minser and David 
Zandstra.  All of these fine folks provided their many talents and resources to Foothills over the years and 
we are a stronger organization because of their contributions. 

2019 was yet another great year for FLC’s land preservation efforts!  We worked with land owners across 
Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia and North Carolina to partner on 23 land preservation projects and 1 land 
donation totaling close to 5,691 acres.  To date, FLC has now has over 300 land preservation partnerships 
and has assisted in over 130,000 regional acres being preserved.  This cumulative number includes 
conservation easement partnerships, fee simple properties, and additional land projects that FLC was 
involved in since the organization’s beginnings in 1985.  You can learn more about our 2019 land project 
highlights beginning on the next page. For more information about FLC’s land preservation projects, 
visit FLC’s website, www.foothillsland.org.

2020 is a milestone year for FLC, having provided 35 years of service as a land trust. A lot has changed in 
our community and region since Foothills’ beginnings back in 1985 but one thing remains the same for 
us, land preservation is our #1 priority.  This newsletter includes information about FLC’s tools and 
resources for landowners seeking to retain their property’s natural features and/or agricultural 
practices.  Beginning on the next page, we are highlighting recent land partnerships that assist the 
community with conservation efforts on public lands.  

A big thank you to all of you for your ongoing support of our mission over the years! Please know that 
FLC’s Board and staff welcome your ideas, feedback and resources to help fulfill our mission of 
promoting, protecting and enhancing the lands of the Southern Appalachian region.  Feel free to 
contact us if we can be of service.     
         - Bill Clabough, FLC Executive Director         

FLC Executive Director, Bill Clabough, takes a ferry ride along the 
Tennessee River enroute to visit a property in Lake County, TN. 

Outdoor Learning at the Harris Farm - In February of 2020, 6th graders from Clayton Bradley Academy joined FLC staff for an afternoon 
spent outside.  Among the tasks were helping staff decide optimal sites for the placement of several bluebird boxes and then working 
together to get them installed. Students also learned about blueberry bush planting techniques while digging in the dirt. 3
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Image of Piney Creek,  portions of this creek are considered a high priority 
conservation area by the Tennessee Department of Environment & Conservation. 

1,000 Acres Now Permanently Protected in Roane County, TN! 
Roane County, TN - On a chilly day back in February of 2017 FLC’s 
Executive Director, Bill Clabough, spoke to an audience at Asbury Place, 
a retirement community in Blount County, TN. The group wanted to hear 
all about Foothills and questions arose such as, ‘What does FLC do exactly?  
Where are some of the preserved properties located and what are they 
like?” One gentleman in the front row seemed to have a particular interest 
in land preservation. His name is Don Fourman and, unbeknownst to the 
Conservancy, he had quite a large preservation project of his own in mind.

Mr. Fourman owned close to 1,000 acres of natural lands in Roane County 
– a beautiful property with creeks, woodlands, scenic views along with a 
unique history – and he had been considering how best to preserve this 
property for future generations. One of the tract’s borders adjoins the 
11,000 acre Mount Roosevelt State Wildlife Management Area (WMA).  
After a few initial conversations with the Conservancy, along with staff and 
Board site visits, Don Fourman deeded the property to FLC in March of 
2017.

In 2019 the Conservancy placed an FLC conservation easement on it and 
conveyed to the State of Tennessee’s Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA).  
TWRA plans to manage and steward the property as part of the Mount 
Roosevelt State WMA.  Other natural areas nearby include: White’s Creek 
Gorge, Ozone Falls State Natural Area, Piney Falls SNA, and Stinging Fork 
Falls Pocket Wilderness. In addition, other nearby private easements held 
or co-held by FLC include approximately 2,745 acres in Roane County.

Fourman’s Proximity to 
Nearby Protected Lands 

The Fourman property (high-
lighted on the map in orange) is 
adjacent to the Mt. Roosevelt  

Wildlife Management Area 
along the newly preserved 

tract’s northeastern boundary. 
Several Tennessee state parks, 

natural areas, and wildlife 
management areas are located 

within a 20 mile radius.  
All of these lands assist in the 

protection and conservation of 
natural habitat, which consists 

of the region’s diverse 
terrestrial, aquatic, and rich 

plant life.   



Why the Fourman Tract is Worth Preserving - Conservation Values in Pictures
SCENIC VIEWS - Walden Ridge traverses the entire length of the 
Fourman tract, forming steep forested slopes on both sides with uplifted 
escarpment rock outcrops on the south-facing slope. This ridge is a well 
known migratory pathway not only for the golden eagle but also for other 
raptors, songbirds, and butterflies. 

Along with the Mt. Roosevelt WMA this tract also runs along the edge of 
the Cumberland Plateau and offers magnificent views of the valley, Watts 
Bar Lake, and even the Smoky Mountains. In turn, the Fourman property 
and the entire Cumberland Escarpment can be viewed from high points in 
the Smoky Mountains such as Gregory Bald and Look Rock. 

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY -  FLC staff observed a variety of species during 
site visits.  Eleven butterfly species were noted including the rare golden-
banded skipper.  This species is ranked by the Tennessee Department of 
Environment & Conservation (TDEC) as rare and uncommon in the state.  

Thirty-six species of birds were spotted —mostly closed forest dwellers, 
as there were no openings apart from narrow roads, waterways and rock 
outcrops. The Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture, which coordinates 
and implements all-bird conservation plans within the Appalachian Moun-
tains Bird Conservation Region, has deemed many of these as Highest 
Priority species. These include the wood thrush, worm-eating warbler, 
Acadian flycatcher, brown-headed nuthatch and indigo bunting. 

 The ridgeline on the property is also a documented migratory flyway for 
the TN S1 ranked golden eagle and other raptors.  This state threatened-
status raptor depends on large forested blocks as are found on the prop-
erty for passage between its breeding grounds in northeastern Canada and 
its wintering grounds in the Southeast U.S.  

WATERWAYS - A portion of White’s Creek and Piney Creek, located on 
the property, are mapped as a High Priority conservation area by the State 
of Tennessee. These two creeks, along with Rock Creek, a Piney Creek 
tributary, are rated as fully supporting by TDEC. This conservation area 
contains 13 aquatic threatened or endangered species including the laurel 
dace, tangerine darter, and orangefoot pimpleback. White’s Creek and 
Piney Creek are also considered suitable habitat for the eastern hellbender 
by the Conservation Biology Institute.

In Search of the Eastern Hemlock on the Fourman Tract
In March 2019, FLC staff traveled to the Fourman property 
to meet Daniel Newton, a forestry student at UT Knoxville. 

Daniel was working with Dr. Schlarbaum at the Tree 
Improvement Program on a forestry ‘special problems’ 
course. They wanted to establish an eastern hemlock 

conservation planting by taking cuttings from mature trees 
(across several TN counties) and rooting them in misting beds. 
These saplings, free of the woolly adelgid, were then planted 
in designated fields by Norris Dam and in conjunction with 
TVA.  FLC staff was able to assist Daniel with locating a few 

eastern hemlock trees for his project! UT Student, Daniel Green; FLC staff with Daniel; waterfall adjacent to the Fourman tract  5

Clockwise from top) Winter view from atop the escarpment on the 1,000 acre Fourman tract; the 
‘rare’ golden-banded skipper;  Virginia chain fern; view along Piney Creek; pink lady-slipper



Booker T. Washington State Park

Booker T. Washington State Park

Booker T. Washington State Park

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, Intermap, INCREMENT P,
NRCan, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri Korea,
Esri (Thailand), NGCC, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the
GIS User Community, Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap,
increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN,0 0.750.375 Miles

Conveyed 
Tracts
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38 Acres Conveyed to the State of Tennessee - Hamilton County, TN
Two properties, one owned by FLC and the other by its supporting organization the 
FLC Properties Foundation, have been recently conveyed to the State of  Tennessee.  
Both tracts are located in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and will be managed as part of the 
nearby Booker T. Washington State Park.  

Booker T. Washington State Park is a 353 acre park situated on the shores of Chickam-
auga Lake. It was built largely by African-American units of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps.  Park facilities include picnic areas, a group lodge, floating docks, boat ramp, 
fishing pier, olympic size swimming pool, and 7.3 miles of biking and hiking trails. 
According to Park Ranger Robert Thomas, potential uses for these new tracts include      
providing additional walking trails, a picnic shelter, and playground. 

FLC & Recent Public Land Conservation Projects 
Take a look at these recent partnerships we’ve been involved in, helping to preserve natural areas for public use!
648 Preserved Acres Conveyed to the State of Tennessee - 
Polk County, TN
The FLC Properties Foundation, a supporting organization for FLC, 
recently conveyed a 648 property in Polk County, TN, to the State 
of Tennessee.  This beautiful parcel, surrounded on all sides by the 
Cherokee National Forest, was permanently protected with an FLC 
conservation easement back in 2010.  The Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency has plans to manage it for hunting and fishing.

This tract offers ridge top views of the southern Appalachian 
Mountains and the Great Smoky Mountain National Park.  Tributar-
ies inside the easement allow for critical trout spawning for both the 
Hiwassee and Ocoee River watersheds, including 2.4 miles of trout 
habitat along Big Lost Creek. The property offers a mixed hardwood 
forest as well as old-growth white pine and hemlock.  Bill Clabough, 
FLC’s Executive Director, considers this a rare opportunity to 
preserve land that remains relatively untouched by human hands. 
“The beauty and environmental values of this property are in keeping with the 
forest lands surrounding it. What an outstanding opportunity for Foothills 
to assist in the preservation of this natural area both for our community and 
wildlife habitat.” 

Pittman Center - Sevier County, TN
In 2008, FLC worked with the town of Pittman 
Center, located in Sevier County, Tennessee, to 

carry out a dream of Emily Brunner. Her vision was 
to create a nature park for the community.  

Brunner’s 31 acres were conveyed to the municipal-
ity along with 19 additional acres from the estate of 
Millie Blaha. These lands now consist of a 50 acre 

nature park.  
Sevier County, TN | 50 acres

Hamilton County, TN | 38 acres

Polk County, TN | 648 acres

Pictured Clockwise from Top: image of Big Lost Creek and it’s pristine 
trout habitat; FLC’s Exec. Director, Bill Clabough, places a sign at the 

property’s fenceline; rock formation with reflection along Big Lost Creek



In 1998, a 524 acre wetland refuge 
along Ninemile Creek in Blount 
County was purchased through 

efforts by Foothills Land Conservancy,  
TWRA, and Ducks Unlimited. 

The Beginnings of an 11 Acre Community Park in Blount County, TN!
Back in 2010, FLC partnered with landowner, Catherine Gilreath, to place a conservation 
easement on an 11 acre tract just outside Maryville in Blount County, TN. Gilreath, a longtime resident 
of Knox and Blount counties, outdoors person, and volunteer, wanted to give back to her community in 
the form of a conservation easement.  
Her wish to preserve this land stemmed from the experiences she had growing up and a desire to 
preserve the land for others. Gilreath said at the time, 

“Sports kept me out of trouble. Growing up in Sevier County (Kodak) across the road from Beech Springs School, my 
sibling and I along with all the neighborhood kids, enjoyed the nearby outdoor recreational facilities. That’s why I 
wanted to specify that this property could be used for community soccer fields and for other recreational uses.”  
The property, which includes a mix of open space and woodlands as well as a creek, have all of the 
attributes for an outdoor recreation area. While soccer fields were initially considered as an option, the 
property was eventually donated to FLC and then conveyed over to FLC’s supporting organization, the 
FLC Properties Foundation. 
Bill Clabough, FLC’s Executive Director, says there was a general consensus among Board and staff to 
consider its potential as a public park, “All of us have thought about it and know this property could be used as 
a passive park, maybe with a trail or two on it. In the future it could possibly connect to a greenway system.”  
What is needed to make this vision a reality? A plan along with some funding of course! FLC staff biologist, Shelby Lyn Sanders, is currently researching grant 
opportunities and working to create the partnerships necessary to bring this park concept to fruition. We will keep you posted on its progress!

FLC’s History of Public Land Partnerships
Over the years, Foothills has worked with the National Park Service, The State of Tennessee’s Wildlife Resources Agency, and 
several other governmental entities and organizations to assist in the conveyance of over 10,000 acres for public lands, including 
those areas now designated as Wildlife Management Areas (WMA’s). These park systems include:

  •  Forks of the River WMA (Knox County, TN)               •  Great Smoky Mountains National Park (Blount County, TN)

 •  Yuchi Wildlife Refuge at Smith Bend (Rhea County, TN) •  Kyker Bottoms WMA (Blount County, TN)

 •  Seven Islands State Birding Park (Sevier County, TN) •  Foothills WMA (Blount County, TN) 

FLC also has land preservation partnerships, called conservation easement agreements, adjacent to several park systems.  
These projects include privately owned lands bordering:

Great Smoky Mountains National Park; Cherokee National Forest/South Cherokee WMA; North Cumberland WMA (4,000 acre 
buffer); Mt. Roosevelt WMA, Rankin Bottoms  WMA, Catoosa WMA, Fall Creek Falls WMA/State Park, and Buffalo Ridge WMA

Pictured in 2010) Catherine Gilreath and FLC Executive 
Director, Bill Clabough, sign a conservation easement 

agreement on an 11 acre tract in Blount County, TN.  This 
land will likely be turned into a public park with a trail 

system in the near future.

Left) An aerial photo highlights the boundaries of the 11acre tract, which is located in 
Marvyille, TN, and adjacent to Highway 321.  Top right) The tract has a small creek, patches 

of woodlands, and gentle slopes which makes it ideal for a community park and natural area. 
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Blount County, TN | 11 acres



8

Highlights from FLC’s 2019 Land Conservation Projects 
In 2019, the Foothills staff completed 24 land preservation land partnerships totaling close to 5,690 acres within 
the states of  Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, and North Carolina. Check out a few highlights from these projects.

Knox County | 54 acres   
Located in the Hardin Valley area of Knox County, this 54 acre property consists of forest 
and open pastures. The property is situated between the urban areas of Oak Ridge, Farra-
gut, and Knoxville in a metropolitan area with a population nearing one million.  Rapidly 
increasing commercial and residential development pose immediate threats to biodiversity 
and open space, which is important for both ecological and aesthetic reasons.   The prop-
erty is being preserved for the protection of its valuable natural resources which include 
scenic open space, forest, and prime agricultural soils.

Hawkins County | 235 acres   
FLC recently partnered with a landowner to permanently preserve a 235 acre property 
near Rogersville, Tennessee, and close to the historic Pressmen’s Home district. The prop-
erty’s primary forest consists mainly of oaks including white, northern red, and chestnut 
along with hickory and red maple. In addition to the mast-producing hardwoods, flower-
ing dogwood, black gum, and black cherry contribute to the availability of mast for the 
continued presence of white-tailed deer, wild turkey, and other wildlife species.

During a site visit, FLC staff observed several saplings of American chestnut in the rich 
woods. According to NatureServe, the American chestnut was once one of the most 
prevalent and important forest trees throughout its range before being devastated by the 
chestnut blight, a parasitic fungus that wiped out 3-4 billion trees in the first half of the 
20th century. Though the species persists as stump shoots in the Appalachians and else-
where, these shoots seldom reach maturity before succumbing to the blight. The American 
chestnut is considered a Special Concern species by the state of Tennessee and a Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need as designated by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency.

Sequatchie County (2 projects) | 949 acres
Both of these land projects are situated within 20 miles of over 66,000 acres of state natu-
ral areas including: Savage Gulf State Natural Area, Prentice Cooper State Forest, and Fall 
Creek Falls State Park. Other nearby non-governmental easements cover about 27,000 
acres, 22,000 of which are held by the FLC in Sequatchie and neighboring counties.

Project 1 - (272 acres)  
This recently preserved property consists of two parcels that are approximately two air 
miles apart.  Both tracts are surrounded by a ‘nature development’ that includes several 
homes that are well-spaced and do not greatly disrupt the connectivity of the forest, add-
ing ecological value to the undeveloped property. The southern tract features an “Over-
look Trail and Park” that is currently open to residents of the development. This tract has 
a gravel path that runs from one end to the other and includes approximately 2000 feet of 
escarpment, yielding high visibility from several points in the Sequatchie Valley below.  

Project 2  - (677 acres) 
This property is located roughly one mile from the tracts listed above and was donated to 
FLC in 2019.  Woodcock Creek cuts through this tract and is considered as having ‘Natural 
& Scenic Qualities’ as part of the The Tennessee Rivers Assessment. This assessment is part 
of a national program operating under the guidance of the National Park Service’s    
     Rivers and Trails Conservation Assistance Program. 

TENNESSEE
10 Projects | 3,357 acres | 7 counties of Blount, Knox, 

Hawkins, Roane, Sequatchie, Scott, & Warren

Knox County, TN | 54 acres

Sequatchie County, TN | 272 acres

Hawkins County, TN | 235 acres

Portions of the forest are dominated by oak and hickory species. In addition to the mast-producing 
hardwoods, flowering dogwood, black gum, and black cherry also contribute to the availability of 
mast for the continued presence of white-tailed deer, wild turkey, and other wildlife species.

Clockwise from top) Photo of old homestead site; rock outcrops; American chestnut sprout, one of 
many observed on the property during a site visit

Above) View of Sequatchie Valley from preserved property 
Right) Bowman’s root, just one of 51 woody plant and herb species 
noted on a recently preserved 677 acre tract in Sequatchie County



Warren County (2 projects) | 539 acres
These two adjacent tracts, totaling 539 acres, offer outstanding views along the Plateau 
Escarpment. Both are located within 5 miles of the Savage Gulf Class II Natural-Scientific State 
Natural Area, which is a part of South Cumberland State Park.  Foothills has 4 conservation 
easements totaling 3,469 acres within three miles. There are 7 easements held by other land 
trusts totaling 933 acres within 10 miles.  Plant life observed during the site visit included a total of at least 110 plant species at each property. Over 50 of those 
species on each tract were grasses or forbs with over 40 tree and shrub species. During the site visit, evidence of wildlife consisted of white-tailed deer and several 
bird species.  Red-shouldered hawk, turkey vulture, pileated woodpecker, and several other bird species were heard or seen during a property survey.

Franklin County|200 acres
This property is located within a largely undeveloped corridor 
that provides critical connections between a number of priority 
habitats and other natural areas.

27 species of birds were observed, including the wood thrush,  
which is listed as a species of conservation priority in Alabama 
by the Appalachian Mountain Joint Venture and is a Bird of 
Conservation Concern nationally. 

Four rare species were noted, as listed by the AL Natural 
Heritage Program, consisting of three plants and one bird. These 
include Gattinger prairie clover, Carolina gentian, prairie 
trillium, and the yellow warbler. 

Located less than 10 miles to the east of the property is the 
William B. Bankhead National Forest, which includes the Sipsey 
Wilderness and the Sipsey Fork of the Warrior River. This river 
is designated a Wild and Scenic River and the only one in the 
state.  The William B. Bankhead National Forest is also desig-
nated by the Audubon Society as an Important Birding Area for 
its ability to support several uncommon species.  

Left) View along the Plateau Escarpment from the property Above) Rock walls, 
like this one, as well as large rock formations are common on both of these 

recently preserved tracts 

ALABAMA
5 Projects | 1,685 acres | 6 counties of  Autauga, 

Cherokee, Coosa, Franklin, Lowndes, and Randolph

Clockwise from top left) Sandstone outcrop dotted with tufted yellow 
woodsorrel and ragwort;  the ‘rare’ Gattinger prairie clover;  Carolina 

larkspur; walking fern; woodland and rocky outcrops near the 
property’s main creek  

Warren County, TN | 539 acres

TENNESSEE continued...

Franklin County, AL | 200 acres
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Chatham County |163 acres
A few years ago, FLC received a land donation of 163 acres in Chatham County, 
North Carolina. This year, FLC conveyed ownership to the FLC Properties 
Foundation and placed a conservation easement agreement on the tract.

The tract is within the Tick Creek Watershed, considered a high-priority area for 
watershed planning.  The property is generally composed of forest stands that have 
had timber harvest activities a few years prior. Those areas are naturally revegetat-
ing in saplings, shrubs and herbs, plus strips of mixed hardwood-pine forest. The 
property is close to a Clean Water Management Trust Fund, a 96-acre protected
tract, and the Ore Hill Registered Heritage Area, a 175 acre tract which has been 
protected for its biodiversity.  Within 5 miles of this property FLC has also 
protected close to 800 acres. Staff observed a yellow-billed cuckoo, which is 
considered a common bird in steep decline.
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Oglethorpe (2 projects)| 156 acres
Two tracts in Oglethorpe County were recently preserved with a conservation easement. 
Both tracts are close to 76 acres in size and located only 3 miles apart ‘as the crow flies’. 
Both are wooded tracts containing a large quarried exposure of the Elberton Granite 
Deposit, also known as the Lexington-Oglesby Blue Granite Belt. 

Granite outcrops and thin soil woodlands were observed on each tract. These natural out-
crops have flat to sloping exposed granite rock, with patches of vegetation in soil buildup 
areas and are surrounded by mainly loblolly pine trees. Species found in this unique and 
state rare natural community included prickly pear cactus, confederate daisy, wild quinine, yucca, false 
garlic, dormant stems of stitchwort, rough buttonweed, rock moss, and sedges. 

Both properties were also observed to have over 50 plant species. The following wildlife species, along with 
many others, were observed at one or both of the properties: coyote, gray squirrel, tree frog, and white-
tailed deer, buckeye butterfly, blue jay, Carolina wren, pileated woodpecker and eastern towhee.   

Both tracts are situated close to several preserved lands including numerous private conservation 
easements, Watson Mill Bridge State Park, Broad River Wildlife Management Area, the Savannah River 
Corps of Engineers, and the Oconee National Forest. 

Left) FLC staff biologist, Shelby Lyn Sanders,  walks through a field in early 
successional habitat during a site visit to an 163 acre tract  

Right) Beautiful creek on an 124 acre tract that flows into the Rocky River.  A portion of 
this river has been designated as a Blueway and is enjoyed for recreational use.

GEORGIA
5 Projects | 360 acres | 4 counties of  Elbert, Floyd, Fulton, and Oglethorpe

NORTH CAROLINA
2 Projects | 288 acres | Chatham County

Fulton County - 1 project | 26 acres 
This property is located within Atlanta city limits with the 
Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport just 3 miles away.   
The majority of the property is in planted pine (pictured 
left) with sections containing mature hardwood forests and 
scattered boulders. There is a small creek near the eastern 
boundary.  Located within 20 miles of the tract are The 
Lake Charlotte Nature Preserve, Southside Park, Constitu-
tion Lakes Park, Reynolds Nature Preserve, Panola Moun-
tain National Natural Landmark, Panola Mountain State 
Park and nine other conservation easements. 

(Image of Flower) - Helianthus porteri is a species of sunflower known by 
the common names porter’s sunflower, stone mountain daisy and confederate 
daisy. It is native to the southeastern United States. (Top) Small natural 
granite outcrop, with granitic vegetation, along northwest corner of the 
property.  (Bottom) View of a quarry that contains Elberton Granite Deposit.

Fulton County, GA | 26 acres

Oglethorpe County, GA | 156 acres

Chatham County |124 acres 
The 124 acre easement will protect rolling farm fields with forested corridors along the creeks. These creeks join on the tract and flow into the Rocky River.  A portion of 
the Rocky River is designated as a Blueway, a paddling trail that is part of the Carolina Thread trail system. The vast majority of the property is designated as USDA Prime 
Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance and it’s productive farmland will continue to be used for agriculture.  Bird species considered a priority at the state level, and             

noted on the property, include the northern bobwhite, field sparrow, northern flicker, and hairy woodpecker.

Chatham County, NC | 288 acres



Land Preservation Methods - Landowners have options!
Conservation Easement Agreements & Fee Simple Donations - FLC primarily works 
with two popular land preservation methods - conservation easement agreements and fee simple donations.   
A conservation easement agreement is a voluntary, customizable legal document between a land trust and 
a landowner that specifies what can and cannot take place on the property ‘in perpetuity’, or forever.  Both 
parties work together to ensure the landowners wishes are included, covering allowable land uses including 
agriculture, as well as prohibited activities on the property, like commercial or residential development.  
When landowners donate a conservation easement they maintain ownership and management of their land 
and can sell or pass the land on to their heirs while foregoing future development rights. They can also 
decide to bequeath the land to private or public entities.
With a fee simple land donation the landowner grants all property rights, title and interest to the land 
trust. The land trust owns and manages the land. 

*For information visit www.foothillsland.org/landowners or call FLC at 865-681-8326.

Land Stewardship - Keeping our promises!
Monitoring - Every FLC conservation easement partnership receives an annual site visit - with over 
300 easements that’s quite a lot of ground to cover! As part of these agreements FLC promises to assist 
in the stewardship of the property with an annual site visit.  These visits begin in February and continue 
through the summer and often into fall.
Visits primarily focus on observing the condition of the conservation values, as listed in the conserva-
tion easement agreement, and noting any significant changes. FLC staff identifies any changes to surveyed 
boundaries, roads, gates, man-made structures as well as any natural features to the property like creeks, 
wetlands, and wildlife.  As part of this agreement landowners are contacted prior to visits and receive a 
report with any observations and recommendations. 
Over the last few years, FLC’s recent approach to data gathering and report generation while out in the 
field has been enhanced by improvements to technology. FLC’s biologists currently utilize two smartphone 
software applications, Collector for ArcGIS and Survey123 for ArcGIS. These programs are not only used 
for monitoring purposes but also provide data for site visits to new projects. Staff can generate electronic 
monitoring reports in real time and attach photos. For new projects, the software can be used to create a 
database of conservation values that are attached to individual easement projects.

Outreach - Engaging the community over the years! 
Presentations | Events | Social Media - In the early years, FLC worked on community campaigns to assist in the
purchase of land for the purpose of its conservation. In the mid-2000’s, FLC Executive Director, Bill Clabough, launched a 
successful public campaign called ‘25 in 25’.  This regional campaign focused on FLC’s efforts to preserve 25,000 acres of land by 
2010.  The goal’s central message caught the public’s attention and began the conversation of a land trust’s role in the community.   
In recent years, FLC has provided presentations to clubs, organizations and groups across Tennessee, profiling our mission and 
programs. We also joined the social media movement, began hosting annual friend-raisers, and profiled our landowner stories 
through publications like this one. In 2017, Foothills received the gift of a 300+ acre farm which provided a permanent headquarters 
for FLC! Founding FLC member Gail Harris, who gifted her farm to the Conservancy, had placed an FLC conservation easement on 
the property back in 2009. The potential for utilizing the farm as part of FLC’s future outreach programs is unlimited!
Now in our 35th year of service, FLC has assisted in the preservation, protection and enhancement of over 130,000 acres across 
Tennessee and the surrounding states of Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia. We’ve come 
a long way but there is more to accomplish! Here’s to another 35+ years of land protection, stewardship, and community engagement!

FLC’s Bill Clabough speaks to Sevierville Rotary 
during their noon program, highlighting the 

organization’s mission and successes.

FLC staff biologists, Shelby 
Lyn Sanders (above) and Matt 
Moore (right) stopped by a few 
potential conservation projects 
along the Cumberland Plateau 

in the Fall of 2019.  They collected 
information about each location, 
noting any natural features and 

man-made structures on the 
property.  They also spent time 
observing a variety of wildlife 

species, like this purple Blazing 
Star, (right) which grows in 

prairie like conditions. 

Above) FLC’s Bill Clabough (left) visits with a Blount County landowner 
to discuss permanently protecting his land’s conservation values. 
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Foothills Land Conservancy - Areas of Focus
Celebrating 35 years of land preservation!

Since our very beginnings back in 1985, FLC’s focus has been on working with both public 
agencies, the community at large, and private landowners to assist in the preservation of our 

region’s diverse landscape. This topography includes working farms, scenic views, woodlands, open 
spaces, and important wildlife habitat. One question we are often asked is how does 

Foothills preserve land?  Well, in case you were also curious we wanted to share a few highlights!



Celebrating 35 years!  
FLC’s SUMMER CELEBRATION

DATE: To Be Determined! • RiverView Family Farm

A special thank you to FLC’s 2019 Celebration Sponsors!

Donna & Chuck Alexander • Honey & Lamar Alexander • Angie & Steve Arnett • Lucretia & Bill Atterson • Dan Barnett • Sheila & Charlie Barnett • Pauline & 
Charles Bayne • Marjorie & John Beasley • Janet & Tim Bigelow • Marty & David Black • Pat & Ernie Blankenship • Sharon Boyce & Jack Woodall • Sherry & Bob 
Browder • Rebecca Bryant • Priscilla & Jim Campbell • Ed Caudill • Ben C. Clark, Jr. • Linda & Pete Claussen • Madge Cleveland • Mary Coffey & James Froula 
• Dr. Mary Cushman • Claudia Dean & Dan Feller • Nancy & Gary Dunavant • Judi & David Forkner • Dr. L. Barry Goss • Angela & Brian Groenhout • Emily 

& Spencer Hall • Gail P. Harris • Jenny Hines & Tom Jester • Julia Huster & Robert Fletcher • Debbie & Dr. Craig Jarvis • Mary & Mark Jendrek • Susan Kincaid 
& Mike Parish • Ann & Mark King • Lucy & Philip Kirkham • Carol & Dr. Steve Krauss • Marion & William Lewis • Susan & David Long • Lillian & Allen Meek 
• Karen & Billy Minser • Bonnie & Bob Morris • Janet & John Proffitt • Sara Fortune Rose • Darlene & Ed St. Clair • Cindy Spangler • Mary Kay & Bill Sullivan 
•.Liz & R.B. Summitt II • John Z. C.  Thomas • Nancy & Bob Van Hook • G. Addison West • Kathy & John Wilbanks • Susan & George Wilson • David Zandstra
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A special thank you to FLC’s 2019 Celebration Sponsors!

CASUAL DRESS
HORS D’OEUVRES & OPEN BAR

For sponsor/host participation or to purchase tickets contact Elise at eeustace@foothillsland.org or 865-681-8326.
Corporate Sponsors & Individual Hosts receive event tickets and listings on: 

Invitation  •  Day-of-Event Banner   •  Annual Report/Spring Newsletter  •  Website  •  eNews            
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Tom & Marian Fitzgerald
Robert J. Fletcher & Julia Huster
Dr. Ted Flickinger
FMP Real Estate Services, Inc. 
David & Barbara Folsom 
Judi & David Forker
Rick Fox & Ralph Cianelli
James Froula & Mary Coffey
Jody Frye
Shella Ann Fuhrman
Furrow Auction Company
Sam & Ann Furrow
Dr. L. Barry Goss
John W. Gowan Jr.
Gary & Carol Grametbauer
Donald & Diane Gray
Daniel Green
Nina Gregg & Doug Gamble
Nancy & Dana Griffin
Brian & Angela Groenhout
Melvyn & Edith Halbert
Meredith Louise Hale
Bill & Kathy Hall
Spencer & Emily Hall
Christine Hamilton
Nancy E. Hardin
Gary Harmon
Gail P. Harris
Christine ‘Tennie’ Hayworth
Julie Hembree
Richard & Lucy Henighan 
Winifred Hepler
Cathy Hickey
Hickory Construction
Robin Hill
Richard & Jeanie Hilten
Hines & Company, PC
Jenny Hines & Tom Jester
Norman E. Hinkle
Ray Hitt
Jerry & Frances Hodge
Audrey Hoff 
Angela Hoffman & Dr. Seth McConchie 
David & Mary Jo Holden
Audrine Honey
James & Teresa Horn 
John & Laurel Howanitz
J.T. & Susan Howell
Dr. Rocio Huet

Bonnie Carroll & Roy Cooper
Richard & Barbara Carter
Stephen Cartwright
Ed Caudill
CBBC Bank
Sally Chaffin
Fred & Joyce Chattin
Benjamin C. Clark Jr.
Pete & Linda Claussen
Madge Cleveland
James P. Coffin
Bob & Louise Collier
Frederick & Louise Conrad
Charles & Susan Corn
Charles & Nancy Coutant
John & Peggy Cowan
Douglas Cox
Julia Cox
Larry & Brenda Cox
Wade Creswell
Corbet & Cindi Curfman
Dr. Mary Cushman
Jean Davidson
Patricia Decker
Jessica Delaune
DENSO
Elizabeth Dicus
Darrell L. Dillinger
Betty L. Donahue (Trust)
Edward Dorr & Marjorie Faeth
John & Carolyn Drake
Mary L. Dresser
Amy Russell Dudenbostel
Gary & Nancy Dunavant
Glenda & Darrell Eastridge
Eco Terra
Daniel Edmunds
Glenn M. Edwards
Rem & Louise Edwards
Susan & William Ehrenclou
Allan & Donna Jean Ellstrom 
Energy Solutions
Laura Eshbaugh
Carter & Magda Eustace
Walter & Lynne Fain
Daniel Feller & Claudia Dean 
Marlene Fessick
Craig & Nancy Fischer
James Fitzgerald

Arranged alphabetically by an individual’s 
last name or the business’s first name. 

Charles & Donna Alexander
Sen. Lamar & Honey Alexander 
Appalachian Community Fund
Amazon Smile Program
Fran Ansley & Jim Sessions
Steve & Angie Arnett
Dan B. Ashby
Bill & Lucretia Atterson 
Mike Baker
Philip & Cheryl Baker
William & Margaret Baldauf 
Jean W. Bangham
Charlie & Sheila Barnett
Dan Barnett
Charles & Pauline Bayne
John & Marjorie Beasley
Rev. Robert & Martha Lee Beasley 
Bechtel National, Inc.
Michael Beinenson
Robert & Madeline Belcher
Janis D. Berg
Tim & Janet Bigelow
Arville & Genois Billings
David & Judith Birdwell
Joy M. Bishop
David & Marty Black
Ernie & Pat Blankenship
Blount Gastroenterology Associates 
Blue Ridge Realty, Inc.
Rhonda S. Bogard
Mike J. Bohannon
Dan Bohlen
Pam Bonee
Sharon Boyce & Jack Woodall 
E. Craig Bradley
Percy & Pauline Brewington 
Anne & George Bright
Sherry & Bob Browder
Joe W. & Dorothy Dorsett Brown Fndn.
Michael S. Brown & Betty Evans 
Rebecca Bryant
Caroline Buckner
Charles & Marion Burger
Burley Stabilization Corporation 
Jim & Priscilla Campbell 
Campus Chest Program - UTK
Denise Cannon

A very special thank you to our Friends of the Foothills for 
all of your contributions, time, and talents!



Lee & Liz Huffaker
Henry Huffman 
Dan Hurst
Robert W. Hutson 
Information International Associates
Pauline O. Janes 
Dr. Craig & Debbie Jarvis
Mark & Mary Jendrek
Wilma Jordan
Joel & Nancy Justin
Dale & Mary Kangas
Lewis & Marilyn Kearney
Ellen C. Keith
Matthew Kelleher, Jr.
Cynthia M. Kendrick
Don & Sandy Kilgore
Mark & Ann King
Philip & Lucy Kirkham
Mark D. Kirkpatrick
Frank & Janet Kornegay
Manfred O. Krause
Dr. Steve & Carol Krauss 
Kroger Community Rewards 
George E. Laggis
Kelley Lambert
Robert G. Large
Michael & Carlene Lecompte 
David & Judy Lee
Leidos
Charles & Annette Levin
Marion & William Lewis
Cheryl Light & Michael Searcy 
Magdalene P. Liles
David & Susan Long
Long, Ragsdale & Waters, PC 
Richard & Evelyn Lorenz 
William J. Lukosavich
Clifford Lynch
Glenn & Deborah Lynch
Mast General Store
Lenny & Wilma Mattingly 
Donald E. Maurer
Alice & Allen McCallie 
Chris & Gladys McDonnell 
Steven McGaffin
Janet McKinley
Allen & Lillian Meek
Keith & Janie Mertz
Judy B. Miller
Paul & Emily Miller
Doug Mills (Celebration Photographer)

Jay & Jennifer Mills 
Jack Milne
Billy & Karen Minser
Phillip W. Moffitt
Dr. Robert N. Montgomery
Keith & Rita Moore
Bob & Bonnie Morris
Terry W. Morton
Andrew Moss
Kevin Murphy
William Murphy
Navarro Res. & Engineering, Inc.
Kathy L. Newman
Betsy A. O’Connor
Jonathan Oltman
ORAU
Brien & Dee Ann Ostby
Vicki & Daniel Owens
Andy Page
Allison Palmer
Mike Parish & Susan Kincaid
Larry & Jo Ann Parker
Fred Pasteur
Robert & Sylvia Lynn Peery
Pfizer Foundation (Matching Gifts)
Kenneth G. Picha, Jr.
Pilot Flying J.
Burke & Lezah Pinnell
John & Martha Pittenger
Dennis E. Poland
Mary Katherine Polo 
Steve Polte
Randall R. Pope
Drs. Laura Powers & John Burkhart 
Larry D. Proctor
John & Janet Proffitt
Pro2Serve
John & Nancy Ray
Richard Ray
Pamela Reddoch
Pam Reeves & Charles Swanson
Retirement Planning Services, LLC 
Marjorie Richardson
Jennifer Lynn Richter 
Joan Riedl
Natalea Riley 
Axel & Jeanne Ringe
RiverView Family Farm 
Shelly Robinson 
Ryan Robinson 
Chuck, Charlotte & Ben Roe
Gary & Karyn Rolfe

Sara Fortune Rose
Walter B. Rose, M.D.
Sarah J. Rule 
Ed & Darlene St. Clair
Jeff & Melissa Sanders 
J. Finbarr Saunders
William H. Savell, Jr. DDS
James S. Tipton, Jr.
Randy & Louise Trudell
Don & Kathy Trundle
Dr. William & Rebecca Schneider 
Bill Scroggins
Lonette D. Seaton 
Raymond Sellers
John & Rebecca Sewell
David & Judy Shiflett
David & Teresa Shupp
Mildred Sieber
William & Muriel Sirett
Jack & Joanne Sites
Joseph & Kimberly Skalski 
Will Skelton
Robert & Betsy Smith
Smoky Mountains Hiking Club 
Karen J. Smuckler
Cindy Spangler
Billy C. Stair
Marsha Standridge
Strata-G, LLC
Judith Stribling
Morgan Strissel
Bonny Kate Sugg
Drs. Bill & Mary Kay Sullivan
R.B. & Liz Summitt
Marjorie Swenson
Marshall Taylor
Paul & Barbara Taylor
TN Assoc. of Conserv. Districts
Sharon Templeton
Gary & Lois Thacker
The Trust Company of Tennessee 
Gordon & Nancy Thomas
John Z. C. Thomas
Dan & Nancy Thompson
John & June Thompson
James S. Tipton, Jr.
TNBANK
Randy & Louise Trudell
Max & Kathy Trundle 
Peggy Turner
UCOR - URS/CH2M Oak Ridge LLC 
Sherri Underwood14



 

Marty ‘Martin’ Christensen
(by Dan Bohlen)
(by Jessica Delaune)
(by Kelley Lambert)
(by Andrew Moss)

Hector & Josephine Coffin, II
(by James P. Coffin)

Bridget Dunford
(by Jonathan Oltman)

Carl & Noma Eustace 
(by Carter & Magda Eustace)
 

Frank Griffith
(by Marsha Standridge)

Robert McCullough (Robin) Hill, Jr.
(by Corbet & Cindi Curfman) 
(by Cynthia M. Kendrick)
(by The Trust Company of Tennessee)

Brad Huffaker
(by Lee & Liz Huffaker)

William & Katherine Hutson
(by Robert W. Hutson)

Robert ‘Bob’ James
(by Pauline O. Janes)

Maureen Brown Lucas 
(by Hugh Williamson & Family)
Patsy Lynch
(by Clifford Lynch)

Sally McNiell
(by Rev. Robert & Martha Lee Beasley)

John Logan Rose, III (Jack Rose) 
(by Cheryl Light & Michael Searcy)
(by Sara Fortune Rose) 
(by Walter B. Rose, M.D.)
(by Raymond Sellers)
(by Sarah J. Weeks)

Frank Malcolm Stribling 
(by Judith Stribling) 

Joann Thompson
(by Pauline O. Janes)
(by Glenn & Deborah Lynch)
(by Andrew Moss)

Leonard Berry Watwood
(by Rick Watwood) 

Felder Weeks
(by Martha Weeks) 

bequest
Maureen Brown Lucas
(Hugh Williamson & Family)
\

‘in honor of’ tributes

Ernie Blankenship 
(by Benjamin C. Clark, Jr.) 

Marvin R. Beard, MD
(by Mildred Sieber)

Karen Eberle
(by Julia G. Cox)

Tom & Marian Fitzgerald 
(by James Fitzgerald) 

Douglas Goode
(by Mary Polo) 

Nancy & Dana Griffin
(by Amos & Etta Wilson)

Kim Kasten & Ranaye Dreier 
(by Mildred K. Wallace) 

Harvey Russell Kirkland
(by Ray Hitt) 

Chris Underwood
(by Sherri Underwood)

Mary Ellen Watwood
(by Rick Watwood) 

Amos & Etta Wilson
(by Nancy & Dana Griffin)

A special thank you to:
Betty L. Donahue Trust

Lonette Donahue Seaton Trust

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts 
Program (by Friend Shella Ann Fuhrman)

UT Battelle Matching Gifts Funds 
(courtesy of Friend Paul Taylor)

UT-Battelle (incl. Matching Gifts Funds)
Mark Van Hook
Robert & Nancy Van Hook
Stuart Van Meter, M.D.
Sam & Mary Ann Venable 
William & Marjorie Waldrop
Gary & Linda Walker
Mildred K.Wallace
Rick Watwood
Glen D. Weber
Stephen G. Weber
Moira Wedekind
Martha Weeks
Sarah J. Weeks
Donald Weisbaker
George Addison West, Jr.
Cheryl Wheeler
John & Debby White
Myron Whitley
Terry M. Whitt
Jacqueline Whittemore
Merritt C. Wiest, Jr.
John & Kathy Wilbanks
Debra J. Williams
Amos & Etta Wilson
Eileen P. Wilson
George & Susan Wilson
Wood.
Nathan K. Woods
Earl & Margit Worsham
Ralph & Karen Wynn
Rebekah Estes Young
David Zandstra 

‘in memory of’ tributes

Kathy Brevik
(by Corbet & Cindi Curfman)

Randy Brown
(by Alice & Allen McCallie)

To become a member or to renew your annual contribution please visit 
the ‘Donate Now’ link at www.foothillsland.org.

 Please contact the FLC office at(865) 681-8326 if there are other ways you prefer to support the organization. 15

Become a Friend of the Foothills! 
Thanks to the ongoing and generous support of our Friends, FLC continues to expand our land 

conservation programs throughout the diverse and beautiful Southern Appalachian region.  
Foothills gladly accepts any and all donations - no gift is too small! 

Foothills is a 501(c)(3) non-profit and does not receive any financial support from federal, state, 
or local government.  FLC relies on individual and corporate contributions to sustain our 

organization, land acquisition, and stewardship programs.   

FLC Board Member, Billy Minser with grandsons Grayson and Spencer.
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CONNECT TO FOOTHILLS

www.foothillsland.org
*Sign up for our monthly eNews

*Make an online donation
*View a short video about FLC

Facebook
(Foothills Land Conservancy)

Twitter
(FriendsatFLC)

Call FLC’s Office
To request a presentation for your 

club, organization or group
(865-681-8326)

______________________________________

Upcoming Events
We will keep our Friends updated

once dates are confirmed!

Land Trust Day at 
Mast General Store!
(Date To Be Determined)

FLC’s Summer Celebration
RiverView Family Farm

(Date To Be Determined) Image looking out from a 423 acre recently preserved property into Sequatchie Valley in Sequatchie County,  TN. 


